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What Will Be Covered?

• Clarity Feature Update – May 2023

• HUD HMIS Data Standards Update

• Data Standard Changes…So Far

• Conclusion/Questions



Clarity Update-May 2023
• May 2023 update will be live on May 22, 2023.
• Update includes an option to add Pronouns to the Client 

Profile



Clarity Update-Pronouns Field
• A new Pronouns field is available for System Administrators to add to the Client 

Profile screen if desired.
• The Pronouns to be used are below:

• “She/Her/Hers”
• “He/Him/His”
• “They/Them/Theirs”
• “Manual Entry” (Users can manually enter custom pronouns for clients)
• “Client doesn’t know”
• “Client refused”
• “Data not collected”

Keep in mind that this is NOT a requirement by HUD Data Standards and will not 
affect reporting. This is OPTIONAL for our community.

https://help.bitfocus.com/introduction-to-screens-and-screen-types


Clarity Update-Pronouns Field
• If a user enters pronouns for a client, the pronouns will appear in parentheses after the client 

name in all locations throughout the system where the client name is displayed. If the client 
has an alias, the pronouns will appear first, followed by the alias. Any user with permission to 
view client names will be able to see the pronouns.

Note: No pronouns will be displayed for the client if any one of these conditions is true:

• The Pronouns field has not been added to the Client Profile screen.
• The value for the Pronouns field is “Select,” “Client doesn’t know,” “Client refused,” or “Data 

not collected.”
• The user selects “Manual Entry” for the Pronouns field but does not enter any text in the 

Pronouns Manual Entry field.



Clarity Update-Pronouns Field

• The Pronouns field will be added under Ethnicity for users to choose.
• Below is what it will look like when a user chooses “Manual Entry”.

If Pronouns Manual Entry is 
added to the profile screen, System 
Administrators may set up a Display 
Constraint if desired so 
that Pronouns Manual Entry will 
only appear on the screen if the 
user selects “Manual Entry” for 
the Pronouns field.

Lets Talk About It!



HUD HMIS Data Standards 2024
• This is the current timeline for the new HUD HMIS Data Standards to go live Oct 1st, 2023.
• HUD has just released the HUD Data Standards Manual in the HUD Exchange!



Data Standard Changes
• Project Descriptor Data Elements Response Option Updates

• Changed “domestic violence victims” to “domestic violence 
survivors” in enrollment screen. 

• Add ESG RUSH and Unsheltered/Rural NOFO to funding source 
options for project setup. Remove Rural Housing Stability 
Program (None currently in El Paso CoC TX-603)



Project Information Change

• Emergency Shelter 
programs who used 
either Entry/Exit or Night 
by Night for attendance 
was one project type.

• Now they will be two 
separate project types.



Rapid Re-Housing project
• When a new RRH program is built for your agency, you will have to let us know 

what sub type it will be.
• Whether you have a Services Only type subtype, or if you have a Housing With or 

Without Services.



Retired Data Elements
• The following elements will be retired from all HMIS systems.
• This does not mean they are going away, they are being mapped 

with other elements.

• Ethnicity is merging with Race
• Coordinated Entry Assessment and Events will be mapped into a  

new element.
• More information will be given in the later months.



Race & Ethnicity
• Race and ethnicity will now be joined together as one element.
• You will be able to choose one or multiple if needed. 

New to the field:

• Hispanic/Latina/e/o: 
Latinx used by 
younger generation 
but now changed as 
Latine. (Neutrality)

• Middle Eastern or 
North African

• Additional Race & 
Ethnicity (User enters)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Latinx: Most widely used in the U.S., Latinx is a gender-neutral or nonbinary alternative to Latino. Only 4% of Latino and Hispanic populations say they identify as Latinx. While the term continues to hold space for younger generations, some have rejected the imposition of a colonizing letter — i.e., the "x."

Latine: The latest effort by the population to define itself in its own lexicon, Latine is used to describe all people. Latine adopts the letter "e" from the Spanish language as a representation of gender neutrality.



Gender
• The Gender section will update with specific genders as their own answer.
• You will still be able to manually enter an answer if one is not listed.



Updated Data Elements

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NOTE: Social Security Number specifically, will SSVF, RHY, and PATH still need to collect the full Social Security Number?
Yes. Data Collection instruction from those Federal Partners did NOT change.



Living Situations

• When choosing Rental By Client, with Housing Subsidy, the system will now ask you 
to identify what Rental Subsidy Type.



Prior Living Situation

• The “Approximate Date Homelessness Started” was confusing a lot of HMIS users, 
so HUD made an update to clarify.

• It will now say “ Approximate Date This Episode of Homelessness Started”.

• This field will not change, just the wording of the question on the enrollment 
screen.



Federal Partner Program Elements 
• CoC PSH projects – collect Sexual Orientation
• Services Provided response of “Substance abuse disorder

services/treatment” changed to “Substance use services/treatment”
• Medical Assistance – removed the “Receiving Public HIV/AIDS

Medical Assistance” response.
• Changed responses “client went to jail/prison” and “client died” to

“jail/prison” and “deceased”
• RHY elements in general – changed “youth” to “client”
• Changed “Post-natal care for mother” to “Post-natal care for client

(person who gave birth)”
• Wellbeing, Worst Housing Situation and Last Permeant Address elements 

will be retired.



Translation Assistance
• Translation Assistance will need to be captured for all HUD: CoC, ESG and HOPWA 

programs. This will only be captured for the Head of Household.

We will be able to 
choose up to 20 
languages for this 
section.

If one isn’t listed, you 
can also manually 
enter it under 
“Different Preferred 
Language”.



VA Element Changes
• Space Force will be added as a branch of Military
• “Extended Shallow Subsidy” will now change to “Shallow Subsidy”.

• There is now going to be a start and 
end date on this particular element. 

• A couple of options added, the 
“landlord incentive” and “client 
incentive”.

• Percentage of AMI now has more 
Categories.



SSVF HP Element Changes

• Language changes to “HP Targeting Criteria” questions.

Instead Of:

“History of literal homelessness”

Changed To:

“Past experience of homelessness 
(Street/Shelter/Transitional Housing)”

“Head of Household is not a 
current leaseholder”

“Head of Household is not current 
leaseholder/renter of unit”

“Head of Household (HoH) 
never been a leaseholder”

“Head of Household has never 
been a leaseholder/renter of unit”

Single parent household with 
minor child(ren)

Single parent/guardian household 
with minor child(ren)



Conclusion

 Update will be live later this month! 

 If you would like to see all the HUD HMIS Data changes, go to the 
HUD Exchange site and look for HUD HMIS Data Standards 2024.

 The HMIS team will provide more information about the changes 
next month after attending the HUD HMIS Webinar next week.



EPCH HMIS “Eyes on the Fries!”

HMIS Zoom Lunch Meeting!

• Open to anyone who needs help or has 
questions with HMIS!

• Zoom meeting will be from 11:30am-
1:30pm

• Next meeting is on Friday 5/26/23!
• Bring your questions, concerns and 

lunch!
• Hosted by Denver Herald (HMIS Tech)

Hope To See You There!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Next HMIS Eyes on the Fries zoom meeting wont be until December 16th 2022 due to the Thanksgiving holiday (a lot of people tend to take vacation during this time).



Thank you!

EPCH Contact Information:
-Gary Gray-HMIS Senior Administrator

ggray.epch@elp.twcbc.com
-Denver Herald- HMIS Support Technician

dherald.epch@elp.twcbc.com
-EPCH Phone Number (Office Hours: M-F 8am-

5pm)
(915) 843-2170

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

mailto:ggray.epch@elp.twcbc.com
mailto:dherald.epch@elp.twcbc.com
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